
 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

News Release 
Division of External Affairs 
Pacific Southwest Region 
2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-2606 
Sacramento, California 95825 
Phone: 916-414-6542 
https://www.fws.gov/cno/  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

January 7, 2020 

 

Contact: 916.569.8444 

 

$2,500 Reward offered for information on gray wolf shooting  
 

Sacramento, California—The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is investigating the shooting of an 

endangered gray wolf found along County Road 91, Modoc County, California, in December 

2018.   

 

The male wolf, known as OR-59, was wearing a Global Positioning System collar and the cause 

of death has been determined to be a single gunshot wound caused by a .22 caliber centerfire 

jacketed bullet.  

 

The gray wolf is currently listed as endangered throughout portions of its range, including 

California, under the federal Endangered Species Act of 1973. Taking, shooting, injuring, or 

killing a wolf are violations of the ESA, and carry a maximum penalty for a criminal violation of 

one year in jail and a $100,000 fine per individual.  Learn more about the protected status of gray 

wolves 

 

Anyone with information regarding the shooting of this wolf is asked to contact the 

Service’s Office of Law Enforcement, Sacramento Field Office at 916-569-8444. The Service 

is authorized to pay rewards for information or assistance which leads to an arrest, a criminal 

conviction, civil penalty assessment, or forfeiture of seized property.  Payment of rewards is the 

discretion of the Service, and is linked to specific federal wildlife laws.  The amount of any 

reward we may pay is commensurate with the information or assistance received. Callers with 

information may remain anonymous.  

 

 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, 

wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. For more 

information about our work and the people who make it happen, visit https://www.fws.gov/cno/ 

or connect with us via Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Flickr.  
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